
        

 
 
Use of winter tires still not mandatory in Germany. 
 
A new supplement to Paragraph 2, Subparagraph 3a of the German traffic regulation 
(STVO) which was recently approved by the German Bundesrat, becomes effective in 
early summer 2006 for all German states.  It still does not clearly prescribe the mandatory 
use of winter tires in Germany:  
 
Paragraph 2, Subparagraph 3a, Strassenverkehrsordnung StVO 
(Road Traffic Act) 
 
(Edition as of 1 May 2006) 
 
‘Vehicles shall be equipped with adequate gear adjusted to the 
respective weather conditions. This especially includes adequate tires 
and antifreeze agent in the windscreen washer system. Drivers of 
vehicles transporting hazardous materials must be able to ensure that 
others will not be endangered if visibility is less than 50 m, or if driving 
on hard-packed snow or clear ice, and the vehicle should be parked in 
a suitable location, if required.’ 
 
 
 
What’s new now? 
As you can see, the new supplement to the STVO regulation does not force the use of 
winter tires. According to the road and weather conditions, a good summer tire with 
sufficient thread or an all season tire is good enough for driving in winter when the roads 
are not icy or snow covered. But that’s not new.  
 
What is new is that you now get a ticket if driving on winter roads with the “wrong” tire. 
 

• 20 Euros fine if driving on winter roads with the wrong tires (summer tires) if not 
blocking traffic flow or causing accidents. 

 
• 40 Euros fine if driving on winter roads with wrong (summer tires) tires and 

blocking traffic flow and/or causing accidents. 
 
You will not get a ticket when using your vehicle in winter with summer tires on dry 
roads or parked on a parking lot! 
 
 
 



All season tires or winter tires? 
This is a good question. Both winter tires and all season tires will be allowed on winter 
roads. It depends on the individual use of each vehicle. Of course, vehicles driven often 
in snowy mountain areas (i.e.Bavaria, Black Forest, etc.) on a daily basis should be 
equipped with winter tires. Small vehicles or ‘additional, not frequently used vehicles’  
used one time per week or in the year for winter vacation in the mountains or used 
occasionally by family members (i.e. the Roadster for your wife) can be equipped with all 
season tires as well.  All season tires together with available snow chains (when needed) 
will be the right combination when driving in winter areas for less frequent travelers. All 
season tires also prevent you from having to find the right storage area for proper storing 
your tires in summer/winter. 
 
Tread is important 
The tread of a winter tire is also very important. Mandatory tread on a tire in Germany 
is 1.6mm. 
However, the German automobile club ADAC and experts from car insurances 
recommend the tread for a winter tire by: 
 

• 3.0mm for a small, narrow tire 
• 4.0mm for a broad tire 

 
Helpful Hint:   A ONE EURO coin can show you the right thread. Put it in the thread of 
your tire. If you still see the golden edge of the coin it’s time to replace the tire. 
 
 
What kind and make is the ‘right tire’? 
The German automobile club ADAC provides a yearly list of recommended tires of 
almost all tire manufacturers. It will help you to find the right tire for your vehicle. This 
information is also available at any good service station. 
 
How to store tires: 
To properly store tires between seasons,  please find a cool, dry and dark or shady place. 
To guarantee proper and equal use of all your tires mark them before dismounting. When 
mounting again on your vehicle, change the rear tires to the front and vice versa. This 
will guarantee you an equal usage of all tires. Tires older than 6 years should be replaced 
regardless of the wear. 
Store your tires without rims vertically, tires with rims can be stored horizontally or can 
be fixed on a wall. The pressure of tires with rims should be increased approx. 0.5 bar 
when storing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Winter tires in foreign countries 
Looking abroad, winter tires in European countries are not generally mandatory. Only 
Sweden, Finland and Slovenia prescribe the use of winter tires in winter. 
However, exceptions for foreign visitors to these countries are given. 
For example, in Finland the use of winter tires for foreign visitors is only mandatory 
from 1st of December to 28th of February. Minimum tread prescribed: 3.0mm. 
Slovenia orders winter tires only on snowy and icy roads. 
However, missing uniform and general regulations of using winter tires do not prevent 
you from making a decision of whether using winter tires in these countries or not. 
In Austria there is a prohibition of using specific roads without winter tires or snow 
chains. 
In Switzerland, the liability in case of an accident plays a much more important part than 
in Germany and the accident costs are much bigger. In Italy, temporary use of winter 
tires in specific areas can be broadcasted on short notice and ordered by the Italian traffic 
administration. 
 
Looking on our DPW fleet: 
All duty vehicles of our DPW are equipped with either all season tires or winter tires. 
We started the gradual change of old tires in early Summer. A lot of vehicles have brand 
new tires for this winter now. Responding to our concerns for the ‘best, available tire 
satisfying the questions of the concerned drivers’, IFMS answered with ordering all new 
vehicles with specific M&S (all season) tires.  
You can see the symbol on the tire, it is a small snow star after the M&S, telling you: 
‘recommended for winter roads’.  
 


